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The following air activity and aircraft-were observed at Kosthen airfield
betwesn 9 July and 10 August 1954:
9 July, During the morning, 21 MiG-158 and U=MiG=158 were counted at the
field, Seven of the aircraft were parked at the porthern edge of the hangar
area and 14 at the take—off point. Two radio trucks inciuding one 4ith an
antenna ., about 3 meters high, and the other with an antenna mast, abtout 10
meters high and moored to the ground by guy wires, were seen at the eastern
end of the runway. At 0900, a MiG-15 or U-MiG-15 towlng a sleeve target
took off. Shortly afterward, nine aircraft of the same type followed. Thesse
aircraft and additional planes which took off during the morning, headed
north and disappdared from view, All of the aircraft vere fitted with aux
1 tanks. They returned to the fleld after about one hour
|About 1045, take-offs were made by two

elemants which also included 2 U<MiG=15s, The sircraft were flying in
alements of two dived from an sltitude of about 1,500 meters on a target ia 25x1
the vicinity of the field, Shortly before starting the dive, the engine

was considerably throttled, Subsequently, the aircraft would fall off on its
left wing at an angle of about 70 degrees. It pulled out of 1ts dive at an
altitude of about 500 meters and then made a horizontal flight, The dives
were repsated seweral times and the aircraft landed irndividually after about
30 mimites,

21 July, At 0700, all the hangars at the fleld were closed. About 0800, the
two eastern hangars were opensd and 12 MiG-15s or U-11G-15s and 1 biplane
were towed out of these hangars., About 1000, eight MiG=158 or U-}MiG=1l5s were
towed out of the western hangar, This is the first time in quite a long
while that this hangar hss been observed to be occupled. It could not be
observed whether the latter hangar still housed other alreraft or not;the
doors to this one as well as to the two eastern hangers, were closed im-
modiately after the aircraft had left. The alrecruft were parked in front of
the hangars, No air activity was observed between 1000 and 1400,

26 July, Night flying by MiG-15s and U-111G-158 was observed from a far
distance, Two aircrnft with their position lights lighted were similansous--
ly sien aloft. A directional searchlight was in operation during air activi-
ty.

2. August, During the morning, 15 MiG-15s and U-MiG-l5s were counted at the
fleld, Three yellow MiG-15 dummies were seen between the two eastern bhangaras,
Throughout the day, there was no air activity except for a take-off at about
1100 by a biplans which headed toward Zerbst. After nightfall, 11G-15s and
J~M1G=15a individually practiced flying at an altitude of 1,500 to 2,100
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2 end 4 Augvst, Individual f£lights were made bty MiGwl5s and U-MiG-15s.

10 L. At 0800, all of ths hangars were c¢lozed and no sircraft were
seen et the fleld. At about 0900, some MiG-15s ard U-MiG15m wers towed cut
of the two corthern hangars, No air activity was observed, 1 -

2, The AA gun emplacement in the southeastern cornsr of the fisld was still 25X1
occupied by 6 x 37-mm AA guna, A lean-to roof was being comstructed over &

truck; possibly a radio truck, parked in the sou atern
field, A tent for EM was also bsing rigged nearby, <4 Trueck
moved Lo the field,

E 3. The following air activity and alrcraft were seen at the field botwesn 14

July and 13 August: 25X1
14 July.  Alr metivity wes conducted although the weather was rainy, During
the afterroon, a MiG-15 or UeMiGel5 | |was observed in the 25X1

hanger areg.

2C July, During the afternoon, there was air activity including £lights in
formations of four, About 1600, a MiG~15 or U-MiG-15 towing a sleeve targst 25X1
was aloft. After nightfall, air smotivity contimmed and included firing at

towed nissve targets, One of the mircraft seen during the aftermocn| |

| | A Li~2 landed at the ficld during the courss of aftermoon.

23 .July, In the afternoon, there was a olosed ceiling and windy weather, 25X1
Batwesn 1700 and 1800, no adr aotivity was observed, Maintenance work vas

being done oun eight MiG-156 or U-MiG-158 in front of the two eastern hangara,25X
Two MiG-158 or Us-MiG-158 aud one radio truck  with umbrella-type antenna
were scen in front of the western hangar, |
[ |The sodded landing field was being moved by a moving machine towed 25X1
by & tractor, Some acldisrs were engaged in removing sand from the rails of

the spur track,

22 July. Throughout the day and also st night, air activity was oonducted, 25%1
During the afternoon, a formation of four MiG-158 or U-MiG-158

\ e attacks on e towed sleeve target., Soviet soldiers
atill cid work on the spwr’’ track approximetely in line with the gap in
the fence.

26 Julv, Thare vas air activiiy during the night,

2L July, Throughout the day, flights wers made {ncluding firing at towed
sloeove tarzeus, 7

28 July, Between 1600 and 1730, thers was no air sctivity, Six and 20 MIG-
~152 or U-{i=15¢ respectively wers parked in front of the western hangar

25X1

and 1n fromt of the two eastern hangars, 25X1
20 July, Betwsen 1030 and 1145, firing at towsd sleeve targets wes conduct-

ed. Thres iiG-15s and U-MiG-15¢ were s neousiy aloft, |

\ Twenty-two MiG-158 were parked

in front of the two eastern hangars. < 25X1

Z.fugust, During the late afternoon, no air activity was conducted although
there was sunny weather, Air activity started at about 1900 and contimued
vntll siter midnight, Searchlights were in opsration, ] .
J_Augnst, The firat take-off was made about 0500, Air activity involving
two MIG-154 or G-MiG-158 lcontimed throughout
the morning, 25X1
S-Avgust, ALr activily was conducted during the morning and discontimued
during the noon hours. About 1200, five MiG-158 or U~MiG~158 were parked =
in fronl of the western hangar and 14 in front of the two eastern hangars.
L. There wee alr metivity during the morning., Between 1630 and 1745,
Bo flights wers mede, Swept-back jet aireraft, observed at the fisld included
13 whici: wsre dispersad s large disteances south of the destroyed hangar end
21 in front of the two eastern hangars. .
b August, Eetween 1630 and 1730; no alr activity was conducted, Some air-
eraft parked in thé hangar area were being pushed into the hangars,
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A2 Augngt, During the afternoon, a total of 30 MiG=158 and U-MiG-15s were
counted at the field, This number supports the assumption that the aircraft
strength has been considerably increased here, Between 1430 and 1600, no

alr activity veas observed,

13 Auzust, At 0700, 10 MiGwl5s or U-MiG-155 were seen scuth of the destroy-
ed hangar, These siroraft were apparently still parked there from the night,
since no activity was sean at the field, Twelve tank trucks without trailers
were parked aft of the alrerafi, About 0800, there was sctivity near the airw
craft 3 of which wers being refusled. About 0830, air activity by MiG-15s and
U-M1G-15s was started and continued during the noon hours, 1

SECHET/

4o On 11 August, the radio truck with an umbrelle~shaped antenns located bstwesn
the revetments in the northeastern corner of the field was being taken ocut
of ‘opsration. The antenna at the right front side had a rigid mounting, A
acldier vho atood on the right front fender or wheel snapped down the tele-
scopic antenns, It was observed that the umbralla-shaped upper section
extended from the soldier!s breast to the top of his head and was estimated
to be 50 ac 60 am, The radio truck bad a two=axle trailer which was shorter
ard lower than the truck. Om 12 August, a side wall of the trailer was fold-
ed upward and equipment; similar to a shelf, vas seen inside, 4

5. In early August, aircraft apparently with a new yellowish paint were seen
between the two eastern hangars. On 13 August, source dsterminsd by means
of field glasses that the sircraft ware five wooden dummiss which were not
painted but had the natural coloer of wood. Source remembered that, appraxi--
mately in late July, lumber of good quality had been unlosded which Was
then believed to have been for repair work on the fence, This lumber ap-
parently had been used for the construction of the dummies.

6, A Soviet Air Force officer from Kosthen airfield ordersd st a German firm
in Koethen, the construction of a 70-em-high octagonal tabls with four legs.
On four sides; ons fisld telephone each was to be installed, on two sides
a loudspesker, and on ths two other sides one drawer each, The table was to
bs coversd with & glass plate under which a map was intended to be laid, The
plate and legs wers to be taken off. In zddition, an order wes given for &
desk with a slanting top section which had a mmber of holes in it., Underw
neath the slanting and perforated 1id was & wooden pedestal for the attach-
ment of small bulbe, 5 :

1o Compent, Since about 23 July 1954, Kosthen airfield has additiocnally 25K

been occupled by the fighter regiment from Welzow airfield, The airoraft of

the two regimsnts at the field are separately parked in the two sastern 25X1

hangars and in the western hangar, |

25X1

20 Comment, The aircraft dummies are reported for the first time from 25X1
Koethen airfield. It is believed that they are to bs used a8 target
representation,

3 Comment, This AA gun emplacement has repeatedly been reported,

bo Somment, The redio truck with an umbrella-sheped sntenna, which is 25X1
probebly used for VEF radic traffic, was previously reported for the first
time, | | 25X1

5o l;Lm-me_nt1 For sketches of table and desk, see Annsxes 1 and 2, It is 25X1
iieved that the table is to be used by a fighter control headquarters,

25X1
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Amnnex

Table Ordered by an Air Force Officer from Koethen Airfield

25X1
2m
B
drower @ \
fon I
vaSpeaker. drower
flelct fefepltorne
el
L
top view .
freld fetephone freld 7elepriorne
freld telephone lovdspedker
drower

drower

Freld felephorie lovdspesker

nolt tosco/e

SECRET, .
Approved For Release 2007/09/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005000440002-9



Approved For Release 2007/09/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005000440002-9

y

=l

Degk Ordered by an Air Force Officer frovk—oethen Airfield 25X1
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